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Single Use Gloves
Community Action Agency has ordered single use
gloves to be used by pantries if needed. Please
contact Tracey Rector if you’d like to request a
box.

Sustainability Initiatives Underway!
The Healthy Food Access team has been 
identified as potential stakeholders in an asset-
based, economic development project rooted in 
farming-oriented urban agriculture. If you or 
someone you know would like to contribute to the 
development of urban agriculture in Marion 
County, please contact Whitney Gherman at 
gherman.12@osu.edu Your name will be shared 
with the team and invitation will come to you from 
the desk of Dr. Kip Curtis.

OSU Extension is also hosting a weekly online 
talk show series featuring agriculturists from 
across the state, including Marion, Mansfield, 
Youngstown, Cleveland, and Toledo. A new 
episode will drop Wednesdays at noon beginning 
May 13. To ask a question to one of the urban 
farmer panelists, visit go.osu.edu/questions2020 

Healthy Food Access Updates
For more information or to submit content, contact Whitney Gherman at gherman.12@osu.edu
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MPH Update to Food Pantries
Food Pantries are essential as explained in the 
Director's order. Guidelines to prevent large 
crowds at pantries can be staggered scheduling.  
An example is families at 3pm, singles at 5.  Or 
everyone 65+ at 7am and everyone else starts at 
9am.  Maybe even stagger by days.  That is one 
recommendation. Placing physical spacing 
markers on the floor like you see at checkouts 
would be a way to create space.  Maybe having 
bags of items available more like a grab and go, 
so it's not a "shopping experience".  Contact Tyler 
Pigman for more recommendations or  
assistance.

SNAP Updates
ODJFS has confirmed they have added the SNAP 
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card option for 
online ordering.  The SNAP recipient will be able to 
use the online ordering service to order their food 
and pick up curbside or in some cases inside the 
store.  The recipient may be able to pay outside if 
the retailer has the mobile point-of-sale device or 
the recipient may have to go inside to pay to pick 
up their order.  These options do assist with limiting 
the contact with other people and having to spend 
a lot of time in the store shopping for the 
selections.  

More Restaurants Might Finally Be Able to 
Accept SNAP Benefits

Updated List of Emergency Food
Providers
Thank you to everyone who has shared the most 
recent list of emergency food providers in Marion. 
A workgroup will meet regularly to update the list 
and a copy will be saved at OSU Extension’s 
website. 

County Fair
In an emergency meeting, the Senior Fair Board 
made the difficult decision to cancel the upcoming 
2020 Marion County Fair, which was to be held 
June 29-July 4. Single-day events are tentatively 
scheduled for July 18-25 for junior fair exhibitors. 
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