
 
 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

2024 SWINE 
Junior Fair Superintendents – Addison Clevenger, Ben Isler, Kaleb Martin, Samantha Morgan, 

Karson Skidmore, Alex Thompson, Olivia Thorpe  
Senior Fair Board Superintendents –  

Department Advisors –Dan Criswell, Katie Isler, Steve Isler, Kelsey Stiverson, Bev Tidd,  
Lilly Wagner 

 
 
Important Dates: 

• May 1 – Market Swine Possession and Fair Entries Due 
• June 1 – Jr Fair and Livestock Royalty Applications Due 
• June 6 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 
• June 9 – Livestock Skillathon – 2:00 – 5:00 PM 
• June 17 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

o Need to attend one Skillathon to show at the Marion County Fair 
• June 15 – Swine Royalty and Husbandry Selection Night - 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
• June 26 – Make up Skillathon – By appointment only 

 
Quality Assurance Dates: 

• February 19 – River Valley High School at 6:30 PM 
• March 5 – Evers Arena at 6:00 PM 
• March 19 – Test out option – Extension Office at 6:00 PM 

o Register for Test out by contacting the Extension Office by March 15 
• April 11 – Elgin at 6:30 PM 
• May 15 – Evers Arena at 5:30 PM 
• May 17 – LAST DAY FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE ELIGIBILITY 

 
Fair Dates: 

• June 30 – Swine Check-In at the Marion County Fairgrounds - 7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
• June 30 – Mandatory Swine Exhibitor meeting – 12:30 p.m. – Weigh-ins will follow 
• July 1 – Swine Showmanship - 5:00 p.m. 

o Swine Jackpot to follow showmanship 
• July 2 – Swine Breeding Project Interview - 4:00 p.m. 
• July 2 – Market Swine Show – 5:00 p.m. 
• July 7 – Release Date/Time from the Marion County Fair – 9:00 a.m. 
• July 10 – Carcass Show – 7:00 p.m. – Link’s 

 
Swine Projects: 
 
139 - MARKET HOG PROJECT AND RECORD BOOK 
PROJECT: The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by MAY 1. The 
member is required to be physically involved on a daily basis in watering, feeding, decision making 
and care for their project animal. 
EXHIBIT: Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised for this Market Hog project in as many classes as they 
are eligible including showmanship. 
 
140 - SWINE BREEDING PROJECT AND RECORD BOOK 
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PROJECT: The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by MAY 1.  
The member is required to be physically involved on a daily basis in watering, feeding, decision 
making and care for their project animal. 
EXHIBIT: Enter Swine Breeding project and bring completed project book for interview grading on 
Tuesday, July 2, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
REQUIRED RESOURCE SUPPLEMENT FOR SWINE PROJECTS 
 134R Swine Resource Handbook for Market and Breeding Projects - Order only once and use 
for several years.  It contains essential subject matter information for members taking a market hog or 
swine breeding project.  This is an excellent resource for Skillathon. This is purchased at the 
members expense. 
 
SKILLATHON: 
Youth are required to attend and participate in at least one skillathon to complete their project and be 
eligible for exhibition at the Marion County Fair. To exhibit at the Ohio State Fair, all county 
requirements must be met. 
 
An alternative completion option is available for those that cannot attend the appropriate skillathon by 
contacting the Extension Office to set up an appointment. Those who participate in the alternative 
completion option will be ineligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor. 
 
To be eligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor, youth must participate in the challenging senior 
division skillathon for each desired specie. For example, if Chris Clover wants to be eligible for both 
market lamb and market swine OME, she must participate in both the sheep and swine skillathon. 
 
GENERAL RULES FOR MARION COUNTY FAIR SWINE SHOW 

1. Pen assignments will be made by the Junior Fair Board Department Superintendents. You 
may request your pen on your entry form, no assignments guaranteed. Each Exhibitor will be 
given one pen regardless of the number of pens. Divider gates are encouraged if exhibitors 
pigs need to be separated. 

2. NO STRAW permitted 
3. All pens must be cleaned daily by 10:00 a.m.  
4. Any breeder that has sold into a Marion County junior fair exhibitor is not permitted to be in the 

show ring or have contact with the judge at any time. Exception: If a 4-H youth or FFA youth 
sells animals to another junior fair exhibitor, they are permitted to show their project animals 
but may not help in the show ring in other ways. 

5. Partial terminal show – all swine going through the Jr. Fair sale and Sale of Champions are 
terminal. 

6. See fraud and deception rule number 10 in Ag. Rules. 
7. All exhibitors must participate in the Quality Assurance Program. 
8. Skillathon - Exhibitor must participate in a Skillathon to be eligible for any premiums. 
9. All exhibitors must abide by dress code rules.  
10. The swine barn will be closed to the public as well as exhibitors and families during load out on 

Saturday night/Sunday morning. 
11. Hogs showing only in the Jackpot show will need to be shown off a trailer. There will be no 

pens in the barn for Jackpot pigs. 
 
 

Jr. Fair Exhibitors Dress Code for Livestock Shows and Sale: 
As street clothes are not show clothes, the following will be enforced at the Marion County Fair: 
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 Full length pants are required. (Belts are strongly encouraged.) 
 No hats may be worn. The only exception is for horse shows and all requirements for hats in 

horse department must be met. 
 Closed toe shoes are required. (Hard soled shoes are recommended.  No clogs or slides.) 
 Shirts must have collars, sleeves, and be tucked in.  (No halter-tops, tank tops, etc. will be 

allowed.  Bare midriff and/or navel are not to show.) 
 Writing on shirts may include 4-H clubs, FFA Chapters, etc., but cannot include farm names, 

family names or ads. 
 Anyone not in compliance with the dress code will be given a chance to change into an outfit 

that meets the above rules immediately prior to the show.  If at any time during a show a 
member is not in compliance with the dress code he or she will be disqualified from both the 
show and the sale. 

 The leadership from each department, in combination with the Senior Fair Board will enforce 
these rules. 

 Plan ahead to have appropriate clothes on show & sale day. 
 
SHOWMANSHIP  
         1st  2nd  3rd  
1. Senior Showmanship (16+ years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
2. Intermediate Showmanship (14-15 years as of Jan. 1st) 5.00 4.00 3.00 
3. Junior Showmanship (11-13 years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
4. Beginners Showmanship (8-10 year as of Jan. 1st)  5.00  4.00 3.00 
5. Showman of Showmen      5.00 4.00 3.00 
6. Parent/Advisor Showman of Showmen   No Premium 
7. Pee Wee Showmanship      No Premium 
 
MARKET SWINE CLASSES 

All Market Swine must weigh between 220# and 290# to be eligible for Champions and sale.  All 
Market Swine will be divided by weight into 3 weight divisions -- heavy (265-290 lbs.), middle 
(240-264 lbs.), light (220-239 lbs.).  Each division will be divided by barrows and gilts.  Those 
divisions will be further subdivided into equal weight classes.  Animals of equal weight exhibited 
by the same individual will be assigned different weight classes.  Class winners will compete for 
Division Champion and Reserve Champion honors.  Division Champion gilts and barrows will 
compete for Overall Division Champion and Overall Reserve Division Champion honors. Overall 
Division Champions will compete for Grand and Reserve Grand Champions.  Banners will be 
awarded for Overall Division Champions and Overall Reserve Champions, Grand Champion and 
Reserve Grand Champion.  Overall Division Champions and Overall Reserve Champions, Grand 
and Reserve Champion animals must sell in the Sale of Champions and will be included in the 
carcass show. 
 

SWINE CLASSES 
Class 139 - Market Hog, Barrow or Gilt 
Class 140 - Breeding Swine Project 
 

All Swine Class Premiums:  A - $4.00 B - $3.00 C - No Premium 
 


