
 
 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

2024 SHEEP 
Junior Fair Superintendents – Lucas Crawford, Claire Harraman, Abby Isler, Peyton McMahan, 

Anna Sharp 
Senior Fair Board Superintendents –  

Department Advisors – David Gerfen, Kayla Gerfen, Heather McCurdy, Sherod McGuire 
 

 
Important Dates: 

• April 25 – Fair Entry Due for Market Sheep 
• April 27 - Weigh In for Market Sheep - 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Fairgrounds 

o Each exhibitor is allowed to bring up to five (5) lambs to be weighed and tagged, out of 
those five, up to two of these lambs may be entered in the fair.  Worming will be 
provided free if desired.  

o Two ear tags provided by the Marion County Fair Sale Committee.  A fee of $1 per tag 
will be charged to exhibitors bringing more than two animals. 

• June 1 – Breeding Sheep Fair Entries Due 
• June 1 – Jr Fair and Livestock Royalty Applications Due 
• June 6 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 
• June 9 – Livestock Skillathon – 2:00 – 5:00 PM 
• June 17 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

o Need to attend one Skillathon to show at the Marion County Fair 
• June 15 – Sheep Royalty and Husbandry Selection Night - 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
• June 26 – Make up Skillathon – By appointment only 

 
 

Quality Assurance Dates: 
• February 19 – River Valley High School at 6:30 PM 
• March 5 – Evers Arena at 6:00 PM 
• March 19 – Test out option – Extension Office at 6:00 PM 

o Register for Test out by contacting the Extension Office by March 15 
• April 11 – Elgin at 6:30 PM 
• May 15 – Evers Arena at 5:30 PM 
• May 17 – LAST DAY FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE ELIGIBILITY 

 
Fair Dates: 

• June 30 – Sheep Check-In at the Marion County Fairgrounds – 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
• June 30 – Mandatory Sheep Exhibitor meeting - 1:00 p.m.  

o Weigh-ins will follow  
• July 2 – Open Class Breeding Sheep Show – 9:00 a.m. 
• July 2 – Sheep Showmanship – 11:00 a.m. 
• July 2 – Bred, Born and Raised Show – 1:30 p.m. 
• July 3 – Sheep Lead Class – 2:00 p.m. 
• July 3 – Breeding Sheep Show – 3:00 p.m. 
• July 3 – Market Sheep Show – 6:00 p.m. 
• July 10 – Carcass Show – 7:00 p.m. – Link’s 

 
SHEEP PROJECTS: 
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198 - MARKET LAMB PROJECT AND RECORD BOOK 
PROJECT: The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by April 29.  
The member is required to be physically involved on a daily basis in watering, feeding, decision 
making and care for their project animal. 
EXHIBIT: Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised for this Market Lamb project in as many classes as they 
are eligible including showmanship. 
 
199 - SHEEP BREEDING PROJECT AND RECORD BOOK 
PROJECT: The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by JUNE 1.  
The member is required to be physically involved daily in watering, feeding, decision making and care 
for their project animal. 
EXHIBIT: Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised for this Sheep Breeding project in as many classes as 
they are eligible including showmanship. 
 
REQUIRED RESOURCE SUPPLEMENT FOR SHEEP PROJECTS 
194R Sheep Resource Handbook for Market and Breeding Projects - Order only once and use for 
several years.  It contains essential subject matter information for members taking a market lamb or 
sheep breeding project.  This is an excellent resource for skillathons. 
 
SKILLATHON: 
Youth are required to attend and participate in at least one skillathon to complete their project and be 
eligible for exhibition at the Marion County Fair. To exhibit at the Ohio State Fair, all county 
requirements must be met. 
 
An alternative completion option is available for those that cannot attend the appropriate skillathon by 
contacting the Extension Office to set up an appointment. Those who participate in the alternative 
completion option will be ineligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor. 
 
To be eligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor, youth must participate in the challenging senior 
division skillathon for each desired specie. For example, if Chris Clover wants to be eligible for both 
market lamb and market swine OME, she must participate in both the sheep and swine skillathon. 
 

 
2024 Family Rule 

Beef, Dairy/Dairy Feeder, Goat, Sheep Departments 
 

• A family (siblings residing at the same address) may enter/tag up to the maximum number of 
animals for that department. These animals will be tagged or entered under the family name. 
Family entry forms for animals that are tagged/weighed in will be provided at the weigh in. This 
includes market beef, dairy feeders, market goats and market sheep. Family entry forms for 
breeding beef, breeding dairy and breeding sheep will be included in the Project Information 
pages. 

• Each individual exhibitor will submit an entry form with the number of animals he or she is 
planning to show (up to the department maximum). 

• Upon entering the fairgrounds, each exhibitor must declare which animal(s) he or she will be 
showing. No changes will be allowed after this time. 

• The animals declared must have been entered on the family weigh-in/entry form and 
tagged/weighed if required.  
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• This rule allows for exhibitors to show the animal that is most suited to their skill level. It also 
allows an exhibitor to still be able to show and sell an animal should one of theirs die or be hurt 
prior to the fair. 
 

GENERAL RULES FOR MARION COUNTY FAIR SHEEP SHOW 
1. Must weigh 100 pounds or more for junior fair show placement, must have lambs teeth and 

receive an 'A' or 'B" grade to be eligible for placing and be included in the sale.  All under-
weight lambs may show, but not qualify for champions 

2. Must be slick shorn no sooner than 5 days before show and up to the day of show or they will 
not be placed or eligible for sale, but will have the right to show for grade 

3. May be of any breed, ewe, lamb or whether; lambs showing testicular tissue will not be placed, 
receive a grade, or sell 

4. Must have participated in the mandatory weigh-in and tagging 
5. No drenching or baby bottles permitted without veterinary approval 
6. No ice and no ice towels. Lambs may be damp, not wet to the touch 
7. ALL pens will be assigned 
8. ALL STATE MANDATED RULES WILL BE ENFORCED  
9. Breeding sheep and all female market lambs must have a scrapies tag at fair check-in  
10. Must show your own lamb in show unless you have two in the same class. 
11. No livestock in camping area per Sr. Fair Camping Rules 
12. All lambs must remain within 50 feet of the barn during the duration of the fair. 
13. Lambs must have a body grade of at least 2 on a 5 scale by the veterinarian to be allowed in 

the barn and participate in the fair 
14. Any lamb that is found with a tampered ear tag will be disqualified from showing at the Marion 

County Fair! If a lamb loses a tag, the Marion County Extension office should be notified 
IMMEDIATELY!! Tag must be replaced by a Jr. Fair Board advisor or lamb is disqualified 

 
 
SHOWMANSHIP  
           1st  2nd  3rd  

1. Senior Breeding Showmanship (14 + years as of Jan.1)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
2. Junior Breeding Showmanship (8-13 years as of Jan.1)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
3. Senior Showmanship (16+ years as of Jan. 1)    5.00 4.00 3.00 
4. Intermediate Showmanship (14-15 years as of Jan. 1)   5.00 4.00 3.00 
5. Junior Showmanship (11-13 years as of Jan. 1)    5.00 4.00 3.00 
6. Beginners Showmanship (8-10 years as of Jan. 1)   5.00  4.00. 3.00 
7. Parent/Advisor Showman of Showmen     No Premium 
8. Showman of Showmen       5.00 4.00 3.00 
9. Pee Wee Showmanship       No Premium 

 
BREEDING SHEEP RULES AND CLASSES 

Shropshire, Hampshire, Southdown, Suffolk, Montadale, Columbia, Horned Dorset, Polled Dorset, 
Corriedale, Oxford, Tunis, Grade or all other breeds with papers must be born after September 1, 
2022 for yearlings and September 1, 2023 for lambs.  Columbia breeding lambs must be born 
after September 15, 2023. See fraud and deception rule number 10 in Ag. Rules. 
 

 
 
CLASSES 

Class 199A Ram Lamb born after September 1, 2023 
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Class 199B Ram Yearling born after September 1, 2022 
Class 199C Ewe Lamb born after September 1, 2023 
Class 199D Pair of Ewe Lambs 
Class 199E Ewe Yearling born after September 1, 2022 
Class 199F Junior Flock 2 females, 1 ram  
 

MARKET LAMB RULES AND CLASSES 
Exhibitors may bring 2 market lambs to the fair. Lambs must weigh 100 pounds or heavier to sell.  
Weight classes will be determined at the discretion of the superintendents.  The decision of the 
superintendents is final.  There will be 3 weight divisions - heavy, middle and light; Heavy – 132 lb. 
and up, Middle – 120 lb. – 131 lb., Light 100 lb. -119 lb. If an exhibitor has two lambs in the same 
weight class then the heavier lamb can be bumped into the next heaviest weight class. If both 
lambs are in the heaviest weight class both must be shown in that class.  Class winners will 
compete for Division Champions and Reserve Champion.  Division Champions will compete for 
Grand and Reserve Grand Champion.  Banners will be awarded for Division Champion and 
Reserve Champion.  All champions must sell in the Sale of Champions. 

 
CLASSES 

Class 198A Market Lamb born after September 1, 2023 
Class 198B Marion County Bred, Born, and Raised Market Lamb  

 
All market lamb exhibitors are encouraged to make a poster to hang in the sheep barn during the 
2024 Marion County Fair thanking their 2023 Livestock Sale buyer. 
 
All Sheep Class Premiums:  A - $4.00 B - $3.00 C - No Premium 
 


