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2024 POULTRY 
Junior Fair Superintendents – Isabelle Combs, Delaney Myers, Eden Schaeffer, Meleah Tway, 

Hallie Winslow 
Senior Fair Board Superintendents – Ryan Criswell, Jane Wood 

Department Advisors – Jody Garrett, Regina Mentzer, Breanna Pytlarz, Jamie Williams, Walker 
Williams 

 
 
Important Dates: 

• February 7 – Market Turkeys hatched on or after this date  
o Physical possession required within 48 hours of hatch 

• April 3 - Market Ducks hatched on or after this date  
o Physical possession required within 48 hours of hatch 

• May 1 – Possession Date for Breeding Poultry 
o Must be at least one month old by possession date 

• May 8 – Market Chickens hatched on or after this date  
o Physical possession required within 48 hours of hatch 

• June 1 – Jr Fair and Livestock Royalty Applications Due 
• June 6 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 
• June 9 – Livestock Skillathon – 2:00 – 5:00 PM 
• June 17 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

o Need to attend one Skillathon to show at the Marion County Fair 
• June 15 – Poultry Royalty and Husbandry Selection Night - 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Quality Assurance Dates: 
• February 19 – River Valley High School at 6:30 PM 
• March 5 – Evers Arena at 6:00 PM 
• March 19 – Test out option – Extension Office at 6:00 PM 

o Register for Test out by contacting the Extension Office by March 15 
• April 11 – Elgin at 6:30 PM 
• May 15 – Evers Arena at 5:30 PM 
• May 17 – LAST DAY FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE ELIGIBILITY 

 
Fair Dates: 

• June 30 – Poultry Check-In at the Marion County Fairgrounds - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
o Weigh-in, band numbers and pen placement 

• June 30 – Mandatory Poultry Exhibitor meeting – 1:30 p.m.  
• July 1 – Poultry Market Classes followed by Pee Wee and Parent/Advisor Showmanship 
• July 4 – Showmanship followed by Poultry Breeding Show 
• July 7 – Release Date/Time from the Marion County Fair – 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
POULTRY PROJECTS: 
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150 POULTRY PROJECT BOOK 

PROJECT: The member is required to be physically involved on a daily basis in watering, feeding, 
decision making and care of their project animal.  Possession dates are listed below. 
EXHIBIT:  Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised and carried in the respective poultry project, in as 
many classes as they are eligible, including Showmanship.   
 
*150CE – Chicken, Exhibition (Fancy) 
*150CM – Chicken Market 
*150CEP – Chicken, Egg Production: Hens and Pullets 
*150DE – Duck, Exhibition (Fancy) 
*150DM – Duck, Market 
*150GE – Goose, Exhibition (Fancy) 
*150GM – Goose, Market 
*150TE – Turkey, Exhibition (Fancy) 
*150TM – Turkey, Market 
*150H – Helmeted Guinea Fowl 
 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENT FOR POULTRY PROJECTS 
• The American Standard of Perfection 2010 from the American Poultry Association is the ultimate 

resource for anyone raising chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowl.  Current edition and 
price are available online from APA at amerpoultryassn.com 

• 154R National 4-H Poultry Judging – You may need this optional resource when evaluating 
poultry.  This is a good reference to study before participating in a judging contest.  

 
SKILLATHON: 
Youth are required to attend and participate in at least one skillathon to complete their project and be 
eligible for exhibition at the Marion County Fair. To exhibit at the Ohio State Fair, all county 
requirements must be met. 
 
An alternative completion option is available for those that cannot attend the appropriate skillathon by 
contacting the Extension Office to set up an appointment. Those who participate in the alternative 
completion option will be ineligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor. 
 
To be eligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor, youth must participate in the challenging senior 
division skillathon for each desired specie. For example, if Chris Clover wants to be eligible for both 
market lamb and market swine OME, he must participate in both the sheep and swine skillathon. 
 
GENERAL RULES FOR MARION COUNTY FAIR POULTRY SHOW 

1. All poultry exhibitors must comply with the Ohio Exhibition Rules for Livestock 901:1-18-5 for 
Poultry and Fowl found in the Marion County Fair Book.  

2. All birds will be banded at time of check-in with individually numbered leg bands. 
3. Exhibitors are limited to two (2) entries per class and will be allowed to make entries in up to 

eight (8) different classes.  Maximum number of poultry entries for each exhibitor is limited to 
16.   

4. Entry deadline is June 1.  Only what you signed up for on your entry form will be accepted. 
5. It is the exhibitor’s responsibility to follow all applicable rules outlined in the “Agricultural Rules” 

section of the fair book.  Failure to do so could result in penalties including suspension from 
the fair and forfeiture of all premium and sale proceeds. 
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6. All poultry must be clean, healthy, and free of any evidence of contagious or infectious disease 
and external parisites. 

7. All pens must be cleaned daily by 10:00 am.  This includes cleaning out old shavings, putting 
in clean shavings, feeding, and watering. If not done exhibitor will not receive premium. 

8. Animals must always have water available.  Appropriately sized containers must be used.  All 
containers should be secured so they cannot spill. 

9. Handling of birds by anyone (other than the exhibitor) after they are caged is strictly prohibited, 
except with the permission of the department superintendents. 

10. Department officials may find it necessary to sub-divide the classes due to the number of 
entries in a particular class.  Classes will be divided randomly by computer. 

11. Poultry entries will not be released until 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 10 
12. Expectation is to set up/teardown 

 
• MARKET POULTRY RULES AND INFORMATION 

1. Each Market Poultry Entry must consist of either a pen of three (3) Market Chickens, a pen of 
one (1) Market Turkey, or a pen of two (2) Market Ducks. 

2. All exhibitors will be required to fill out a Drug Use Notification Form (DUNF) electronically at 
check-in.. 

3. Hatch date must be verified by the NPIP hatchery VS Form 9-3 submitted prior to entry 
deadline.  If an exhibitor is breeding their own market birds, a Poultry Department 
Superintendent or Poultry Department Advisor MUST be contacted to verify hatch date on the 
day of hatching and exhibitor must provide documentation according to Ohio Exhibition Rules 
for Livestock 901:1-18-5 prior to entry deadline. 

4. Weight requirements for the market classes are as follows: 
 Market Chickens – total pen weight must be between 12 and 21 pounds  
 Market Duck – total pen weight must be a minimum of 10 pounds with no maximum. 
 Market Turkey – minimum of 18 pounds with no maximum. 

5. Birds will be weighed at time of check-in.   Any poultry not meeting weight requirements will be 
given ONE additional opportunity to make weight during check-in.   

6. Birds that do not meet the weight requirements may still be shown in the Over and Under 
weight class but they will NOT BE eligible for Grand or Reserve Champion and they will NOT 
BE eligible to go through the livestock sale. 

7. Entries in the market classes may be any meat type poultry.  The birds may be debeaked, 
detoed, dubbed, or subject to any practice generally accepted in commercial production of 
meat type poultry.  

• BREEDING POULTRY RULES AND INFORMATION 
1. EACH BIRD MAY ONLY BE EXHIBITED IN ONE CLASS 
2. Entries consist of only one breeding bird in any class. No paired entries. 
3. An egg entry consists of 6 matching eggs. (white, brown, or other). Each entry must be in a 

separate carton with the name of the exhibitor.   
4. Breeding poultry classes include exhibition, fancy, egg laying, or other breeding poultry.  
5. Exhibitors are responsible for entering poultry into correct classes.  Poultry entered into the 

wrong classes will be disqualified from judging at the discretion of the Judge.   
6. The judge will determine the most important characteristics when placing the classes. 

 
POULTRY CLASS NUMBERS AND DESCRIPTIONS 

 
• POULTRY MARKET CLASSES 
 200-MC - Market Chicken – pen of three (3) 
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 210-MD - Market Duck – pen of two (2) 
 220-MT - Market Turkey – pen of one (1)  

• BREEDING STANDARD POULTRY CLASSES 
 300-SP   - Standard Pullet (single bird under one year of age -1yr) 
 310-SH   - Standard Hen (single bird over one year of age +1yr) 
 320-SC   - Standard Cockerel (single bird over under year of age -1yr) 
 330-SR   - Standard Rooster (single bird under one year of age +1yr) 
 340-TH   - Breeding Turkey Hen (single bird any age) 
 350-TT   - Breeding Turkey Tom (single bird any age) 
 360-OF   - Any Other Fowl (single bird – self determined, any age) 
 370-EG   - Eggs (6 white, brown, or Other) – No mixed eggs   

• BREEDING BANTAM POULTRY CLASSES 
 400-BP   - Bantam Pullet (single bird under one year of age -1yr) 
 410-BH   - Bantam Hen (single bird over one year of age +1yr) 
 420-BC   - Bantam Cockerel (single bird under one year of age -1yr) 
 430-BR   - Bantam Rooster (single bird over one year of age +1yr)  

• WATERFOWL CLASSES 
 500-WSF   - Waterfowl Standard Female (single bird any age) includes any standard 

size duck or goose  
 510-WSM - Waterfowl Standard Male (single bird any age) includes any standard size 

duck or goose  
 520-WBF   - Breeding Waterfowl Bantam Female (single bird any age) includes any 

bantam size waterfowl 
 530-WBM  - Breeding Waterfowl Bantam Male (single bird any age) includes any 

bantam size waterfowl 
 

BEST OF SHOW 
Includes Grand Champion Standard Breeding Poultry, Grand Champion Bantam Breeding Poultry 
and Grand Champion Waterfowl 

 
SHOWMANSHIP  
         1st  2nd  3rd  
1. Senior Showmanship (16+ years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
2. Intermediate Showmanship (14-15 years as of Jan. 1st) 5.00 4.00 3.00 
3. Junior Showmanship (11-13 years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
4. Beginners Showmanship (8-10 year as of Jan. 1st)  5.00  4.00 3.00 
5. Showman of Showmen      5.00 4.00 3.00 
6. Parent/Advisor Showman of Showmen   No Premium 
7. Pee Wee Showmanship      No Premium 
 
All Poultry Class Premiums:  A - $2.00 B - $1.50 C - No Premium 
 


