
 
 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

2024 BEEF 
Junior Fair Superintendents –Kari Carter, Taylor Dunlap, Colton Long, Kylee Parsell, 

Carter Sexton 
Senior Fair Board Superintendents – Cheryl Crawford, Tim Smith 

Department Advisors – Seldon Dyer, Tom Forster, Tim Jordan, Julie McClure, Ryan Parsell 
 

 
Important Dates: 

• December 14 – Fair Entry Due for Market Beef 
• December 16 - Weigh In for Market Beef - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Fairgrounds 

o May weigh-in/Tag as many as desired but only two may be exhibited at the fair. 
• May 15 – Beef Breeding and Beef Feeder Fair Entries Due 
• June 1 – Jr Fair and Livestock Royalty Applications Due 
• June 6 – Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 
• June 9 – Livestock Skillathon – 2:00 – 5:00 PM 
• June 17– Livestock Skillathon – 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

o Need to attend one Skillathon to show at the Marion County Fair 
• June 13 – Beef Royalty and Husbandry Selection Night - 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Quality Assurance Dates: 

• February 19 – River Valley High School at 6:30 PM 
• March 5 – Evers Arena at 6:00 PM 
• March 19 – Test out option – Extension Office at 6:00 PM 

o Register for Test out by contacting the Extension Office by March 15 
• April 11 – Elgin at 6:30 PM 
• May 15 – Evers Arena at 5:30 PM 
• May 17 – LAST DAY FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE ELIGIBILITY 

 
Fair Dates: 

• June 30 – Beef Check-In at the Marion County Fairgrounds - 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
• June 30 – Mandatory Beef Exhibitor meeting - 8:00 p.m. – Weigh-ins will follow 
• July 4 – Beef Showmanship - 4:00 p.m. 
• July 4 – Beef Breeding Show - 6:00 p.m. 
• July 4 – Market Beef Show – 7:00 p.m. 
• July 5 – Beef Feeder Showmanship – 9:00 a.m. 
• July 5 – Beef Feeder Show – 9:30 a.m. 
• July 5 – Bred, Born & Raised Market Beef Show – 10:00 a.m. 
• July 7 – Release Date/Time from the Marion County Fair – 9:00 a.m. 
• July 10 – Carcass Show – 7:00 p.m. – Link’s 

 
Beef Projects: 
 
117M - MARKET BEEF PROJECT RECORD BOOK * 
PROJECT:  The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by weigh-
in/tag-in date.  Each project animal must be weighed and tagged at the Weigh-In and must participate 
in the Rate of Gain Contest held during fair.  The members are required to be physically involved 
daily in watering, feeding and decision making for the care of their project animals. 
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EXHIBIT:  Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised and carried in the respective 4-H beef project in as many 
classes as they are eligible, including showmanship. 
 
117B - BEEF BREEDING PROJECT RECORD BOOK * 
PROJECT:  The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by May 15.  
The members are required to be physically involved on a daily basis in watering, feeding and decision 
making for the care of their project animals. 
EXHIBIT:  Enter and exhibit animal(s) raised and carried in the respective 4-H beef project in as many 
classes as they are eligible including showmanship. 
 
117F - BEEF FEEDER CALF * 
PROJECT:  The member is required to have physical possession of the project animal by May 15. 
Complete the member project guide requirements as indicated in the project book and specifically the 
general project guidelines.  Members are required to be physically involved on a daily basis in 
watering, feeding, and decision making for the care of their project animals. 
EXHIBIT:  The member is encouraged to enter and exhibit up to two eligible feeder calves meeting 
the age requirements and possession date requirements.  Members are also encouraged to enter 
showmanship.  Record books must be completed up to date to be eligible to exhibit. 
 

For all beef projects, Junior Fair Superintendents and advisors may perform random farm visits 
to ensure proper care of animals. 

 
*REQUIRED RESOURCE BOOK FOR BEEF PROJECTS 
117R Beef Resource Handbook for Market, Breeding and Feeder Calf (Dairy and Beef) Projects - 
Order the book only once.  It contains essential subject matter information for members taking a 
market, breeding or feeder calf project.  This is an excellent resource for skillathons.  There is a cost 
charged to the member for this resource book. 
 
SKILLATHON: 
Youth are required to attend and participate in at least one skillathon to complete their project and be 
eligible for exhibition at the Marion County Fair. To exhibit at the Ohio State Fair, all county 
requirements must be met. 
 
An alternative completion option is available for those that cannot attend the appropriate skillathon by 
contacting the Extension Office to set up an appointment. Those who participate in the alternative 
completion option will be ineligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor. 
 
To be eligible for Outstanding Market Exhibitor, youth must participate in the challenging senior 
division skillathon for each desired species. For example, if Chris Clover wants to be eligible for both 
market lamb and market swine OME, she must participate in both the sheep and swine skillathon. 
 

 
2024 Family Rule 

Beef, Dairy/Dairy Feeder, Goat, Sheep Departments 
 

• A family (siblings residing at the same address) may enter/tag up to the maximum number of 
animals for that department. These animals will be tagged or entered under the family name. 
Family entry forms for animals that are tagged/weighed in will be provided at the weigh in. This 
includes market beef, dairy feeders, market goats and market sheep. Family entry forms for 
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breeding beef, breeding dairy and breeding sheep will be included in the Project Information 
pages. 

• Each individual exhibitor will submit an entry form with the number of animals he or she is 
planning to show (up to the department maximum). 

• Upon entering the fairgrounds, each exhibitor must declare which animal(s) he or she will be 
showing. No changes will be allowed after this time. 

• The animals declared must have been entered on the family weigh-in/entry form and 
tagged/weighed if required.  

• This rule allows for exhibitors to show the animal that is most suited to their skill level. It also 
allows an exhibitor to still be able to show and sell an animal should one of theirs die or be hurt 
prior to the fair. 
 

GENERAL RULES FOR MARION COUNTY FAIR BEEF SHOW 
SHOW ORDER WILL BE POSTED 

1. All cattle exhibited must be cross tied.  
2. Exhibitors that have animals they are unable to control will be asked to remove the animal from 

the grounds for their safety and the safety of others. 
3. Animals may only be groomed or touched by the exhibitor, a family member, Marion County 4-

H or FFA advisor, or another exhibitor in the same species. 
4. State of Ohio’s Livestock Tampering Exhibition Rules: 
5. The show will enforce all mandatory rules under Ohio’s Livestock Tampering Exhibition Rules 

as set forth in Chapter 901-19 of the Ohio Administrative Code including the optional rule 901-
19-33 of the Ohio Administrative Code. 

 
General Information:   

The Ohio Department of Agriculture may provide mediation, dispute resolution, and arbitration 
service involving any violation of a rule for exhibiting livestock.  In addition, to any discipline imposed 
by the sponsor of the show the Ohio Department of Agriculture may take disciplinary action in 
accordance with R.C. 901.74. 
 
Grooming Requirements          
 901-19-33 Prohibited Grooming Practices: 
 The following grooming practices are prohibited: 

a. using any substance to enhance or change the color of the livestock, including the 
livestock’s hide or hooves 
b. Adding any substance externally to build up, change or alter the shape or 
conformation of the livestock, including by way of example, but not limited to rope, false 
hair, graphite, hemp, and powders 
c. Pigmented grooming aides or materials.  The sponsor of the exhibition will enforce 
rule 901-19-33 of the Prohibited Grooming Practices 

 
SHOWMANSHIP / BEEF FEEDER SHOWMANSHIP 
         1st  2nd  3rd  
1. Senior Showmanship (16+ years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
2. Intermediate Showmanship (14-15 years as of Jan. 1st) 5.00 4.00 3.00 
3. Junior Showmanship (11-13 years as of Jan. 1st)  5.00 4.00 3.00 
4. Beginners Showmanship (8-10 year as of Jan. 1st)  5.00  4.00 3.00 
5. Showman of Showmen      5.00 4.00 3.00 
6. Parent/Advisor Showman of Showmen   No Premium 
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7. Pee Wee Showmanship      No Premium 
 
BEEF FEEDER INFORMATION 
1. Beef feeder classes will include beef.  
2. All feeder calves exhibitors must submit a color broadside picture of exhibit animals to the OSU 
Extension office by May 15, along with fair entry form. 
3. All feeder calves can be male or female and must be dehorned and castrated, and weigh less than 
650 lbs. 
  

• 117F- Beef Feeder Calf under 650 pounds 
 
BEEF BREEDING RULES AND CLASSES 
Beef breeding classes will be provided for Angus, Hereford, Simmental and other beef breeds. 

 
• 117B-1 – Cows in production 
• 117B-2 - Two year old heifer, May 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 
• 117B-3 - Senior Yearling Heifer, September 1 to December 31, 2022 
• 117B-4 - Junior Yearling Heifer, January 1 to May 31, 2023 
• 117B-5 - Summer Yearling Heifer, June 1 to August 31, 2023 
• 117B-6 - Senior Heifer Calf, September 1 to December 21, 2023 
• 117B-7 - Junior Heifer Calf, January 1 to April 30, 2024 

 
MARKET BEEF RULES AND CLASSES 
1. All steers must be dehorned to appear naturally polled.   
2. All market animals must have participated in the mandatory weigh-in/tagging event to be eligible to 
show or sell. 
3. Regardless of grade, steers or market heifers less than 900 lbs. are not eligible for Grand or 
Reserve Champion or to sell. 
4. To have a Breed Steer Class there must be 3 head per breed with registration papers and 
matching tattoos. 
 
MARKET BEEF CLASSES      
117M 1 - Market Beef Animal must be born after January 1, 2023 
117M-2 - Bred, Born and Raised Market Beef 
 
All Beef Class Premiums:  A - $4.00 B - $3.00 C - No Premium 
 


